
 

Goodwill Association of Michigan 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Trash to Jobs! 
 

 

 

 

Proposal 

 
 

 

Submitted by: 

Randall  G. Slikkers 

Executive Director 



Executive Summary 
 
We currently pay over $1,000,000.00 annually to dispose of donations that are given to us that have no value.  It should be 

noted that Goodwill makes every effort to get value from every donation, including a very robust recycling program. Over 

the past three-years, Goodwill has reached out to the Legislature and landfill owners to explore potential to get relief from 

these costs. In a time when the state needs jobs to help our dire economic situation, Goodwill could use these dollars to 

open five-stores each and every year. This would create 100-125 jobs per year and also generate significant revenue for 

Goodwill to achieve their mission, which is: Leverage Community Donations into Jobs, Training, and a higher level of 

Independence for Michigan residents with disabilities or other barriers. It would also bring in approximately $330,000 

annually in sales and income tax to the state. 

 

SB449, was the bill to raise surcharges charged to landfills on the collection of solid waste and solid waste incinerator ash.  

The bill indicated that the landfills shall pass these charges on to “any person who generated the solid waste or who 

arranged for.” When this bill was in the House Appropriations Committee, Goodwill was prepared to request an 

amendment to SB449 to read: 

 

“A rebate escrow account will be created inside the solid waste staff account of the solid waste management fund 

established in section 11550 for annual solid waste landfill disposal cost.  Eligible organizations will be able to apply 

for a rebate from this account for reimbursement of their annual waste costs. These organizations must: 

 

 Be a 501 (c) 3 - Michigan non-profit that incurs landfill expenses due to their collection of donations for 

resale. 

 Derive primary revenue from Donated Goods operations. 

 Have a primary mission of job training and finding employment for MI residents with disabilities and other 

barriers, and aid this population in attaining a higher level of independence and self-sufficiency. 

 Use paid staff to operate their donated goods operations, including store staff. 

 Operate attended donation centers to collect the donated goods. (No drop box collections) 

 Recycles a minimum of 50,000,000 lbs. of material (donations) received.  

 

This escrow account will be funded annually for $1,000,000 with revenue coming from the surcharge. 

 

During the summer, we met with all of the House Appropriations Committee to explain our concept and request. Most 

were favorable to the concept, however, originally we were asking for an additional $.02 increase in the surcharge to fund 

the escrow account. It was felt that the $.05 increase was going to be a challenge in-and-of itself, so there would not be 

widespread support for an additional increase. However, many members were willing to look at funding this through the 

$.05 increase. We were interested in this until we met with the DEQ and realized this would come directly out of their 

budget which was already in their (and many others) opinion underfunded. At this point, Goodwill withdrew their request 

for the amendment. 

 

We do believe that the surcharge is the proper place to fund the escrow account, as it is generated from trash users, many 

of which donate to Goodwill and therefor are the generators of this trash. Trying to find another avenue to fund (such as 

General Funds) did not seem appropriate. 

 

Therefore, we would like to move forward with a stand-alone bill to request the escrow account along with its funding 

from the current surcharge. In order for us to achieve this, we will need to help identify where other potential funding can 

come into the DEQ Solid Waste fund to make up for that difference. Of course, this aligns with the work we are doing on 

the Solid Waste Funding Workgroup presently. 


